
 



  



 

Core of the Green Resilient Rameswaram Action Plan 
 

1.0.Overview 
 
Rameswaram town speaks a lot about Eastern philosophical tradition which offers a new 
approach to development concept. At the physical level, it guides us to live in tune with Nature; 
so that the essential continuity of both life and Nature is assured. And at metaphysical level, it 
raises human beings to the divine status. Do not consider developmental model as an economic 
model based on quantity but as one which calls for a qualitative change at the levels of the 
individual, family, society and environment. At present we are pursuing the western paradigm, 
i.e. fast track economic growth based on ecological deficit financing. In this system, precious 
resources like air, water and soil 
fertility have been priced as free goods and pollution has been written off as an externality. The 
need of the hour is to link environment with economics by evolving a new accounting system 
where along with cash accounting, energy accounting, environment accounting, conservation 
accounting and social accounting also will be factored in. Ethical results also contribute to the 
economic results, i.e. instead of Gross National Product – GNP, our scale of measurement should 
be QOL (Quality Of Life) in a broader perspective at individual, social and environmental level. 
Building on this perspective, through visioning exercise with stakeholders, Green Resilient 
Rameswaram Vision was evolved with the concrete goals under each vertical.  
 
 
“Green Resilient Rameswaram” plan is a result of Visioning exercise where the stakeholders 
chalked out the future of Rameswaram after much deliberations on its present status and 
strengths and weaknesses of the existing system. Each goal has a rationale which comprises 
issues, proposals, outcomes and key action along with a tentative estimate besides 
contexualising with background and the initiatives taken under each vertical. The vision 
envisaged for making Rameswaram as a Green Resilient Rameswaram is “Nurture a rich heritage 
and preserving Ecology”. This vision facilitated in preparing an integrated development plan by 
bringing in ecological conservation of biodiversity, social capital building, and also sustainable 
technologies. 
 
The green partners who are working in this endeavor are Hand in Hand, C.P.R.Environmental 
Education Center, Chennai, Basil Energetics, REACH Foundation, Green Pilgrimage Network and 
Indian Institute of Technology, Chennai. Besides, we had financial support  from UNICEF, 
BrahMos and ONGC to carry out pilot projects which was instrumental in showcasing to the 
mainstream about the relevance of the projects and scaling up of the same.  
 
 
 
 



 



2.0.Paradigm shift in Development: 

This vision facilitated in preparing an integrated development plan by bringing in ecological 
conservation of biodiversity, social capital building, and also sustainable technologies. This 
implies a shift from the traditional sourcing of funds through Government budget line items, to 
bringing in citizen participation at the local level, and perhaps public private partnerships, 
including CSR to ensure financial and institutional sustainability over the long term. The shift in 
our plan and priortisation is given under: 

 

 

  



    3.0.Goals evolved under each Vertical : 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

4.0.Way Forward :  

The tentative estimate for all the pilot projects under the vertical is Rs 24.03 crores. The 

realization of the goals is possible only with sustainable institutional mechanism and process is 

at place. In this direction, several meetings were held both at Collectorate and at Rameswaram 

municipality to formalize Island Development Committee under the chairmanship of the District 

Collector. The approval of the committee by the State will pave way to realize the Green Resilient 

Rameswaram Plan by preparing detailed project reports (DPR’s) for each and every goal 

envisaged. Preparation of DPR will empower the city to leverage resources from central, state, 

corporate social responsibility and also community for achieving Green Resilient Rameswaram.  



 



So far………. 

 


